
DEGREE PATHWAY 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 

 
All application documents should be returned to the international office at your home school or agency, 
following their stated deadlines.  

APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 
 

Due by  
April 15 

MET International Application Form, including resume and personal  
statement, submitted online (read the instructions at the bottom of the page) 

Signed Learning Agreement; ask your home institution for this form 

International Student Data Form (page 4-5) 

TWO Letters of Recommendation (page 6-7) 

Original, official academic transcripts, for both bachelor’s degree and graduate 
degree 

Official TOEFL or IELTS score, sent directly to MET International from ETS or  
the British Council, or sent by your partnering school or agency; ETS DI Code 8675 

Copy of your passport picture page, valid for at least 6 months from the start of  
your program 

Due by  
April 30   

Financial Documentation (page 8, 10-11) 

Affidavit of Support, if you are financially sponsored (page 9) 

Copy of any US immigration documentation, if you have been in the US  
during the past 6 months 

Due by  
August 1  

Health forms and Immunization records, sent after admission; to be returned to  
BU’s Student Health Services Office 

  
 

ONLINE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

x Visit the online application form at www.bu.edu/metinternational/degree-pathway-application/ 
and complete the application. 
 

x Information entered on the application cannot be saved electronically. If you exit before 
completing the form, you will not be able to resume where you left off. 
 

x Print a copy of the online application form before submitting electronically. Submit the printed 
copy of the online application to the International Office at your school or to your Study Abroad 
Office along with the other required documents. 

 
For additional information, please contact the MET International Office by telephone at  
+1-617-353-8429 or by email at metintl@bu.edu. 

http://www.bu.edu/metinternational/degree-pathway-application/
mailto:metintl@bu.edu


DEGREE PATHWAY 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

x TOEFL: 
o 84 IBT (Reading 21, Listening 18, Speaking 23, Writing 22) 

or IELTS: 
o 6.5 (of the 4 sub scores, none may be lower than a 6.5) 

 
x Be matriculated in graduate level programming at institutional partner of Metropolitan College 

and have completed at least one semester of graduate course work prior to studying in Boston 
x Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent; completion of 240 ECTS credits 
x Suggested academic grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale  
x Clean disciplinary record 
x For other admissions requirements, see the International Office at your home institution 

 
 
SELECTING A DEGREE 
 
Applicants should select a degree program based on the guidelines in the Learning Agreement. Students 
applying for a Master of Science that is completed online will have their on-campus courses and online 
courses mapped out with the help of an online program coordinator.  
 
Ask your home institution for their Boston University Learning Agreement. This is a required 
application document from the MET International office. 
 
A note for applicants to the MS in Applied Business Analytics (online completion): 
You are required to successfully complete a non-credit, 7-week, online pre-analytics laboratory class 
prior to start of your first course. For this reason, plan to apply early for the upcoming semester (and 
absolutely no later than the stated deadline). 
 



DEGREE PATHWAY 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 

 
 
ABOUT THE DEGREE PATHWAY 
 
BU retains the exclusive right to determine the admission or non-admission of students.  
 

 
 
 
If admitted, you would be enrolled in a non-degree,* semester long, graduate certificate program, and 
upon successful completion of the certificate you would be eligible to matriculate as a degree-seeking 
student at BU’s Metropolitan College and finish your required studies either on campus in Boston or 
online. If you elect to complete an internship in your second semester, this becomes part of your 
advanced certificate studies.  
 
Your BU degree would be awarded upon transfer of credits from your home school and completion of 
your home school’s degree requirements.  
 
*Certain University resources such as The Educational Resource Center and Center for Career 
Development may not be available to non-degree students. BU policy bars non-degree students from 
on-campus employment. After matriculation as an on-campus, degree-seeking student, you would have 
full access to University resources and job listings. Upon BU degree completion, you would become part 
of an extensive and powerful network of alumni for life. 
 



Boston University International Student Data Form 

This form must be completed by all international students applying for admission. Please answer all of the questions completely and return 
the form with the requested financial documentation and copies of U.S. immigration documents (if applicable) to the Admissions Office 
reviewing your academic application. Once you have been admitted to a program of study (and, in some cases, once you have formally 
accepted the offer of admission), the Admissions Office will send this form, the supporting documents, and a file to the Boston 
University International Students & Scholars Office (ISSO). Once your file has been reviewed and determined to be complete, the ISSO will 
forward an official immigration document to you with instructions on how to apply for the student visa at the nearest U.S. Embassy or 
Consulate. If you are currently in the U.S., the ISSO will forward specific immigration instructions to you to facilitate your enrollment. 

General Information (Please enter all names exactly as they appear on your passport) 

Name     
family/last first/given middle 

Date of birth  Place of birth 
month    day year city  country 

Country of citizenship Country of legal permanent residence 

Permanent address in home country: 

Street     City   State/Province  

Country    Postal code 

E-mail  

If you wish correspondence to be sent to you at an address other than the one above, please write it here: 

Street    City  State/Province  

Country   Postal code 

This address can be used for mail from  to 
month    day year month    day year 

Financial Declaration 
Boston University is required by U.S. government regulations to check the availability of adequate funding for your tuition, fees, and living expenses for the duration of 
your studies at Boston University to issue the immigration documents necessary to obtain a student visa. All financial documents submitted for evaluation will become the 
property of Boston University and will not be returned to the applicant. It is recommended that you request multiple copies of the documentation listed below to submit 
at the point of visa application and to retain for your records. Please refer to the Estimate of Expenses for the breakdown of fees and for the minimum required per year. 

All declarations of financial support must: 
1. Reflect the minimum amount of support in U.S. dollars 
2. Specify funding for study at Boston University (not another college or university)
3. Include a date and be no more than one year old from the intended date of enrollment
4. Indicate the period of time for which the support will be provided
5. Be written in English 
6. Reflect funds that are readily available for tuition payment (i.e., checking or savings accounts).

Certain investment accounts such as stocks, salary documents, property holding, etc. do not reflect available funds and will not be accepted.

Please check the box below which describes the type of funding you will be receiving, and attach the appropriate official documentation as outlined below.  Please note that 
additional funding must be provided for any accompanying dependent for which a document will need to be issued.  Dependents are defined as spouse or unmarried 
children under the age of 21. 

 If you will be funded by a family member, please submit: 
1. A letter of sponsorship which indicates that your sponsor is willing and able to support you financially for your academic fees and living expenses

throughout the duration of your studies at Boston University. The letter must also indicate the sponsor’s relation to you (i.e.: mother, father, etc.) 
2. An official bank statement or letter or credit reference from a bank stating the availability of the minimum estimated expenses as indicated on the 

Estimate of Expenses. 

 If you will be funded by your government, an organization, a company, etc., the sponsor must submit a letter of sponsorship on official letterhead which states: 
1. That your funding is valid specifically for Boston University.
2. Exactly which expenses will be covered (i.e., academic fees, living expenses, health insurance, financial support for family members, travel, etc.) 
3. The length of the financial support. 

 If you will be funded by a bank loan, you must submit an official letter of certification from the lending institution indicating the specific amount for which you
have been guaranteed. 

If you have received a financial award from Boston University (i.e., Fellowship, Assistantship, Scholarship, etc.) you may not need to provide additional financial
documents if the award will meet or exceed the Estimate of Expenses. 

 If you will be funded in a manner not listed above (for example, if you will fund yourself), you must submit official documentation (a bank statement or a credit 
reference from a bank) indicating the specific amount. 

Female

Male 



<RXU VSRXVH DQG \RXU FKLOGUHQ �XQGHU WKH DJH RI ��) DUH HOLJLEOH WR DSSO\ IRU GHSHQGHQW YLVDV WR DFFRPSDQ\ \RX WR WKH 8�6� RU WR MRLQ \RX DW D ODWHU WLPH� 
3OHDVH FRPSOHWH WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ EHORZ DERXW HDFK GHSHQGHQW �ZKHWKHU RU QRW \RXU GHSHQGHQW�V) ZLOO EH LQFOXGHG LQ \RXU YLVD�VWDWXV DSSOLFDWLRQ)�

1. Do you have any dependents (as defined above)?  No Yes.  How many? 
2. Are your dependents currently in the U.S.?  No Yes � SOHDVH DOVR SURYLGH FRSLHV RI WKHLU   

  LPPLJUDWLRQ GRFXPHQWV�
3. $UH \RX UHTXHVWLQJ IRU %8 WR LVVXH D GHSHQGHQW LPPLJUDWLRQ 

GRFXPHQW IRU \RXU GHSHQGHQW�V) WR DVVLVW WKHP ZLWK DSSO\LQJ 
IRU D GHSHQGHQW YLVD"

 No Yes � SOHDVH SURYLGH D FRS\ RI HDFK RI \RXU
         GHSHQGHQW�V)
 SDVVSRUW�

 1 Dependent 2 Dependent 3 Dependent 4 Dependent
Family/Last Name 
First/Given Name(s) 
Middle Name(s) 
Date of Birth  �PRQWK�GD\�\HDU�
City of Birth 
Country of Birth 
Country of Citizenship 
Country of Legal Permanent Residence 
Relationship* 
Current immigration status, if in U.S. 
* Please indicate “Wife,” “Husband,” “Son,” or “Daughter.”  If you have more than four dependents, list them on an additional sheet. 

Educational Information 
List all schools, colleges, or other institutions including English language program you have attended or are attending in your country and elsewhere, including the US: 

Immigration and Visa Information 
All applicants must submit: 

 a dark and legible copy of the personal data page of your passport including the page that indicates the passport expiration date 

In addition, if you are currently in the U.S. or have been in the U.S. during the past six months, please check the appropriate box below and submit dark, 
legible copies of the requested documents: 

 F-1 student status:  copies of the first and third page of all of your Form(s) I-20, copy of the most recent F-1 visa stamp in your passport (if applicable),
copy of the most recent U.S. Entry Stamp in your passport and paper I-94 document (if applicable), and front and reverse side of any Employment 
Authorization Card(s) (if applicable) 

 J-1 Exchange Visitor status in any category:  copies of all of your Form(s) DS-2019, copy of the most recent J-1 visa stamp in your passport (if
applicable), and copy of the most recent U.S. Entry Stamp in your passport and paper I-94 document (if applicable) 

 F-2, J-2, H-4 or any other dependent immigration status: copy of the most recent visa stamp in your passport (if applicable), copy of the most recent
U.S. Entry Stamp in your passport and paper I-94 document (if applicable), and copies of all immigration documents from your spouse or parent on 
which you are dependent for your immigration status 

 Any other immigration status: Copy of the most recent U.S. Entry Stamp in your passport and paper I-94 document (if applicable), copy of the mosW
  recent visa stamp in your passport (if applicable), copies of all of your Form(s) I-797 and/or any other relevant immigration documents 

If you are not currently in the U.S., to which U.S. Embassy or Consulate do you intend to apply for your visa stamp? 
__________________________________________________(Please include the city and the country) 

 City                                                 Country 

Family Information 

Last Position Held in Home Country 
Please give the title and a brief description of the most recent (or current) position held in your country of citizenship or country of last legal permanent residence. If the 
last position was that of student, please write “Undergraduate student” or “Graduate student.” 

Please choose the category that best describes the employer of the above position: 
Government     Academic Community    Private Sector The Arts or Sports Labor Union or Organization Communications/Media Military

I attest that the information I have provided above is accurate, and I understand that it will be released to the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to create  official immigration records for me and my dependent family members.  I understand that I am responsible for submitting 
adequate financial documentation demonstrating my ability to pay for my tuition and living expenses. Failure to report  accurate information 
could jeopardize my eligibility for a U.S. visa or my ability to enter the U.S. and enroll in my academic program. 

Signed  Dated 
Boston University prohibits discrimination against any individual on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, or marital, parental, or veteran status. This policy 
extends to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities, including admissions, financial assistance, employment, housing, athletics, and educational programs. Boston University recognizes that nondiscrimination does not ensure 
that equal opportunity is a reality. Because of this, the University will continue to implement affirmative action initiatives which promote equal opportunity for all students, applicants, and employees. Inquiries regarding the 
application of this policy should be addressed to the Director of Equal Opportunity, 25 Buick Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02215. 

Name of Institution Location Degree (if applicable) 
Dates 

  (from  -  to) 
to 
to 
to 
to 

$UH \RXU GHSHQGHQWV FXUUHQWO\ LQ WKH 8�6�"



MET International 
Recommendation Letter for Admissions 
 
To the Applicant: This recommendation will become part of your admissions file. It will not be disclosed 
to any unauthorized individual without your consent. If you matriculate at Boston University, you will be 
accorded access to its contents unless you voluntarily waive your right of access. Please check one of the 
options below, and fill in your name, intended program, signature, and the date. 
 
I have read the information above and hereby � waive � do not waive my right of access to this 
document should I matriculate at Boston University. 
 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 LAST    FIRST     MIDDLE 

 

Signature:  _________________________________________                 Date: ______________________________  
 

Program Applying to:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
To the Evaluator: The person whose name appears above has applied for admission to a graduate 
program at Boston University Metropolitan College. The Admissions Committee attaches great weight to 
an applicant’s qualifications that are not adequately reflected in past academic records. Therefore, a 
personal, frank assessment of the applicant is invaluable to the Admissions Committee. 
Under the 1974 Family Educational Rights to Privacy Act, the applicant named above will have access to 
this recommendation unless he/she has waived that right. 
 
 
Letter of Recommendation 
 
Your Name: _____________________________________ Email Address: _______________________________ 
 
Position and Title: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Important Notice: Boston University Metropolitan College permits applicants to submit supporting 
documents, such as your recommendation, along with the application. With this in mind, we ask that 
you please return your recommendation to the applicant in an envelope, making certain to sign and seal 
the back of the envelope. However, if you would rather submit the recommendation directly to the 
applicant’s program, it can be emailed to metintl@bu.edu or mailed in a signed and sealed envelope to:  
 

 
MET International, Admissions Committee 
808 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 270 
Boston, MA 02215 
USA

mailto:metintl@bu.edu


MET International 
Recommendation Letter for Admissions 
 
 
1. How long have you known the applicant? 
 
 
2. Under what circumstances have you known the applicant? 
 
 
 
3. Are you familiar with the applicant’s scholastic record? � Yes � No    If yes, is the scholastic record an 
accurate index of the applicant’s academic ability? � Yes � No    Please explain (use separate sheet if 
necessary): 
 
 
 
 
4. What are the applicant’s main strengths? 
 
 
 
 
5. What are the applicant’s main liabilities or weaknesses? 

 
 
 
 
6. Please assess the applicant’s analytical skills. 
 
Poor  Average Good   Outstanding           Exceptional 
  �                          �                          �                               �                                 � 
 
7. Please assess the applicant’s intellectual ability.  
 
Poor  Average Good   Outstanding           Exceptional 
  �                          �                          �                               �                                 � 
 
8. The Admissions Committee would appreciate any additional statement you may wish to make 
concerning the applicant’s capacity for graduate study and his/her potential for a responsible and 
successful professional career. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and effort in providing this information. 
 
Signature:  ___________________________________             Date: ______________________ 
 
Title: ________________________________________ 
 
 



FINANCIAL DOCUMENTATION  
REQUIRED FOR ALL STUDENTS 
 

 

 
IMPORTANT: Ask your school for the minimum estimated total for your program, if 
it was not already provided with these application instructions. 
 
Financial documentation is an official letter or statement from a bank. You or the person funding your 
education (sponsor) must submit financial documentation to receive an I-20 immigration document. The 
minimum amount required to demonstrate is the estimated total corresponding to your program of study.  
 
It is recommended that you request three sets of financial documents: one for Boston University, one for 
the U.S. Embassy or Consulate where you will apply for the visa, and one to retain for your records (and to 
present at the U.S. Port of Entry if requested). Please send only one with your application. 
 
The financial documentation must: 
 

- Show the minimum estimated total for your program in US Dollars (USD) 
- Specify funding for study at Boston University 
- Include a date and be no more than one year old from the intended date of enrollment 
- Indicate the period of time for which the support will be provided 
- Be written in English 
- Reflect funds that are readily available for tuition payments (i.e., checking or savings accounts). 

Certain investment accounts such as stocks, salary documents, property holdings, etc. do not 
reflect available funds and will not be accepted 

- Contain a signature or stamp from the financial institution 
- Use the official letterhead of the financial institution 

A note about multiple sources of support: 
You may submit multiple sources of financial documentation to reach the estimated total. There is 
no limit to the number of sources or sponsors. Your home institution or government may provide a 
letter showing their funding support. 

 
Sample text for financial documentation 

To whom it may concern: 
 
This bank confirms that Mr./Ms. [SPONSOR’S NAME] is/are a client of this bank and that they hold 
enough funds in this account to cover payment for all expenses totaling a minimum of [MINIMUM 
ESTIMATED TOTAL FOR PROGRAM] in US Dollars (USD) for their daughter/son to study at Boston 
University during the [FALL/SPRING/SUMMER, 20**] semester/semesters. 
                                           
I hereby sign the present certificate:  
 
[SIGNATURE OF BANK OFFICIAL and DATE] 
 
 
 
Review examples of acceptable financial documentation in the final 2 pages of this document 



AFFIDAVIT OF SUPPORT  
ONLY REQUIRED WHEN STUDENT IS SPONSORED 

June 2016 

 
 
When someone else is providing financial support, such as a parent or sibling, they are considered your 
sponsor. In addition to financial documentation, the sponsor needs to complete this Affidavit of 
Support.  

 
 
Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________ 

  Family/Last Name, First/Given Names  

 
Boston University ID Number (if known): _________________________________ 
 
Sponsor’s Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor’s Relationship to Student: ______________________________________ 
 
Specific Boston University School/College and Program: MET International Graduate Certificate      
 
 
 
This certifies that I, ____________________________________ , am willing and able to financially support 

       Sponsor’s printed name   
the above named student (and his/her family, if applicable) for academic fees and living expenses of a 
 

minimum of USD________________ throughout the duration of his/her studies at the Boston University 
 
Metropolitan College.  Attached to this certification is official documentation of available funds to cover  
 
expenses during the student’s studies at BU. It is the student’s responsibility to document availability of  
 
additional required funds, if necessary.  
 
 
 
Sponsor’s Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
Date Signed: _________________________ 
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