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S Film FestivalFilm History The Impact of Film Festivalson Cinema Historiography

Y

will begin to outline a theoretical framework suited to defining
and evaluating the impact of festivals on film historiography.
Even though the space limitations of this article make it unsuit-
able for putting such a framework to the test by means of a
complete analysis, we will nonetheless try to make a few remarks
about a very particular case, I/ cinema ritrovato in Bologna, a
film festival strictly tied to a film archive institution (the
Cineteca di Bologna) and devoted to the presentation of newly
restored material.

1l cinema ritrovato originated in the mid-1980s, in the wake
of the 1978 FIAF congress at Brighton. It started roughly in
between the establishment of two other major archive film festi-
vals, the Pordenone Silent Film Festival (1982) and the short-
lived CinéMémoire in Paris (1991). Unlike Pordenone, however,
1l cinema ritrovato has never been solely devoted to silent cine-
ma, but showcases newly found or newly restored films from the
entire spectrum of film history. Moreover, it is important to
stress that since the beginning I/ cinema ritrovato has always
operated as part of an archival institution, the Cineteca di
Bologna. In fact, as Leonardo Quaresima (2009) writes, festivals
of archival films can be seen as a particular way for film archives
to handle the problem of exhibiting their own collections as
opposed to designing official year-long program schedules’.
Looking at I/ cinema ritrovato therefore enables us to further
investigate the role of a singular kind of festival as a link

herween the nolicies of film archives and research institutione 7/
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“Algorithm control’ refers o the utilization of algorithms by a platform to
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